Spring Commencement Program, May 5, 2017 by Coastal Carolina University
Coastal Carolina University 
CCU Digital Commons 
Commencement Programs University Archives and Special Collections 
5-5-2017 
Spring Commencement Program, May 5, 2017 
Coastal Carolina University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/commencement-programs 
 Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Coastal Carolina University, "Spring Commencement Program, May 5, 2017" (2017). Commencement 
Programs. 79. 
https://digitalcommons.coastal.edu/commencement-programs/79 
This Periodical is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives and Special Collections at 
CCU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Commencement Programs by an authorized 






E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration
Processional ~ Pomp and Circumstance
Sir Edward Elgar 
arr. Charlie Hill/Chuck Elledge
Presentation of Colors
The Star-Spangled Banner




Introduction of Senior Class Representative
Introduction of Speaker
Address
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Matthew S. White 
Director of Ensembles, Assistant Professor of Music
Coastal Carolina University Army ROTC
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Whitney Daniels
Senior Music Major
The Reverend Mark Burlinson
Chaplain Council, Coastal Carolina University 
David A. DeCenzo
Coastal Carolina University President
D. Wyatt Henderson ’98
Chairman, Coastal Carolina University Board of Trustees
David A. DeCenzo
J. Ralph Byington
Provost and Executive Vice President
Austin D. Nichols ‘17
President, Student Government Association
Amber J. Campbell ‘04
U.S. Olympic Athlete
Friday, May 5, 2017 • 2 p.m.
Spadoni College of Education
E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration
Spadoni College of Education
ORDER OF EXERCISES
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees
Conferring of Degrees in Course
Alumni
Alma Mater ~ Coastal Carolina
Benediction
Recessional





J. Ralph Byington 
David A. DeCenzo
Barbara A. Ritter  
Dean, E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration
Edward Jadallah 
Dean, Spadoni College of Education
  
Todd A. Setzer ‘02 
President, Coastal Carolina University Alumni Association
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble 
Whitney Daniels
The Reverend Mark Burlinson
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Monica S. Bell
Chair, Department of Theatre
Dennis A. Rauch
Bearer of the University Mace 
Professor of Marketing, Hospitality and Resort Tourism
Shakira Tillman, Platform Party Marshal
Savannah Harden, Faculty Marshal
Austin Clark, Student Marshal
Alexis Bothe, Bearer of University Banner
Hannah Hetzel, Graduate Studies
Sora Lebowitz, E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration
Bailee Cribb, Spadoni College of Education
ORDER OF EXERCISES
Processional ~ Pomp and Circumstance
Sir Edward Elgar 
arr. Charlie Hill/Chuck Elledge
Presentation of Colors
The Star-Spangled Banner




Introduction of Senior Class Representative
Introduction of Speaker
Address
Conferring of Honorary Degree
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Matthew S. White 
Director of Ensembles, Assistant Professor of Music
Coastal Carolina University Army ROTC
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Courtney Gruber
Senior Music Major
The Reverend Mark Burlinson
Chaplain Council, Coastal Carolina University 
David A. DeCenzo
Coastal Carolina University President
D. Wyatt Henderson ’98
Chairman, Coastal Carolina University Board of Trustees
David A. DeCenzo
J. Ralph Byington
Provost and Executive Vice President
Austin D. Nichols ’17
President, Student Government Association
Amber J. Campbell ‘04
U.S. Olympic Athlete
David A. DeCenzo 
Amber J. Campbell ‘04  
Doctor of Science
William H. Alford ‘77   
Doctor of Public Service 
Robert W. Honeycutt  
Doctor of Science
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Dean, College of Science
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Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble 
Courtney Gruber
The Reverend Mark Burlinson
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Monica S. Bell
Chair, Department of Theatre
Joan F. Piroch
Bearer of the University Mace 
Professor of Psychology
Shakira Tillman, Platform Party Marshal
Savannah Harden, Faculty Marshal
Austin Clark, Student Marshal
LaQuasha Brown, Bearer of University Banner
Jessica Grassano, Graduate Studies
Rebecca Polaski, College of Science
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Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards College 
of Humanities and Fine Arts
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Sir Edward Elgar 
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Presentation of Colors
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Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Matthew S. White 
Director of Ensembles, Assistant Professor of Music
Coastal Carolina University Army ROTC
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Whitney Daniels        Courtney Gruber
Senior Music Major         Senior Music Major
The Reverend Mark Burlinson
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David A. DeCenzo
Coastal Carolina University President
D. Wyatt Henderson ’98
Chairman, Coastal Carolina University Board of Trustees
David A. DeCenzo
J. Ralph Byington
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Austin D. Nichols ’17
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Amber J. Campbell ‘04
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Edward Jadallah
Dean, Spadoni College of Education
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Dean, Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards College 
of Humanities and Fine Arts
Nelljean M. Rice
Dean, University College
Woodrow Ford III ’05 
Second Vice President, 
Coastal Carolina University Alumni Association
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble 
Whitney Daniels        Courtney Gruber
    
The Reverend Mark Burlinson
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Monica S. Bell
Chair, Department of Theatre
Maura Kenny
Bearer of the University Mace 
Professor of Visual Arts
Shakira Tillman, Platform Party Marshal
Savannah Harden, Faculty Marshal
Austin Clark, Student Marshal
Alexis Bothe, Bearer of University Banner
Margaret Nichols, Graduate Studies
Madison Rahner, Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards 
College of Humanities




Honorary Doctor of Science
Amber Campbell is one of the best women’s hammer throwers in 
the world. She has won 11 national championships, and she is a 
two-time Pan American Games Medalist. She owns the Olympic 
Trials and American Olympic record. She has represented Team 
USA at five World Championships (2005, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015) 
and is a three-time Olympian (2008, 2012, 2016). 
Her mark and placing at the Rio Olympics in 2016 were the best 
ever by an American woman. Campbell finished with a throw of 
72.74 meters — just two meters away from the bronze medal. She 
threw her personal best — 74.03 meters — at the Olympic Trials in 
Eugene, Ore., in June. 
Originally from Indianapolis, Ind., Campbell graduated from 
Coastal Carolina University in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology. One of the most distinguished student-athletes in CCU 
history, she was a five-time NCAA All-American, 16-time conference 
champion and three-time Big South Athlete of the Year. She lives in 
Myrtle Beach and continues to serve her alma mater as a volunteer 
assistant coach for throwers. Campbell was inducted into the 
Coastal Carolina University Hall of Fame in 2009 and the Big South 
Conference Hall of Fame in 2016. 
 
HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS
WILLIAM H. ALFORD 
Doctor of Public Service
William Herbert “Billy” Alford has served 
in many key leadership positions in 
the governance of Coastal Carolina 
University. After graduating from Myrtle 
Beach High School and serving in 
the U.S. Marine Corps during the Vietnam conflict, Alford 
earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from Coastal 
Carolina College in 1977. Later, as chairman of the Horry 
County Higher Education Commission, Alford challenged 
the University of South Carolina and the S.C. Commission 
on Higher Education on funding practices at Coastal 
Carolina College. This led to the successful campaign to 
win Coastal Carolina University’s independence from USC. 
He was also instrumental in the creation of CCU’s academic 
outreach centers. He later served as chairman of CCU’s 
board of trustees and the Coastal Educational Foundation, 
and he is chairman emeritus of the Horry County Higher 
Education Commission.
In 1974, Alford, along with his partner, Danny Isaac, started 
A&I Fire Restoration. A consensus builder in civic matters, 
Alford helped to save Horry County’s railroad and was 
influential in the development of the Carolina Bays Parkway. 
As chairman of the South Carolina Highway Commission, 
he ensured the funding to construct the Conway Bypass 
(S.C. 22), and the bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway is 
named in his honor. 
Alford has also served on the boards of Crescent Bank, 
the Carolina Financial Corporation, the Myrtle Beach Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the Northeast Strategic Alliance 
and the Horry County Museum Foundation. He and his 
wife, Dawn, have two children and two grandchildren. 
ROBERT W. HONEYCUTT 
Doctor of Science
Robert Honeycutt is the co-founder and 
chief visionary of SixAxis Manufacturing 
Technologies and its diverse portfolio 
of companies. In 2003, with business 
partner Fred Harmon, Honeycutt found-
ed his first company, SafeRack, which delivers high quality 
loading rack and fall protection solutions to companies.
The firm opened its first manufacturing facility in Andrews, 
S.C., in 2005. By 2008, SafeRack appeared on Inc.’s 
“Fastest-growing Private Companies in America” list. The 
company generates significant employment opportunities 
and economic impact for the Andrews area of Georgetown 
County. The company initiated a $20 million expansion last 
year that is expected to bring 100 new jobs to the region. 
SixAxis’ other brands include ErectaStep, PerfectaStep, 
RollaStep, ErectaRack, Atlatl Software, Quotebooks and 
Red7. This diverse portfolio represents manufacturing 
safety and productivity products as well as sales software 
and marketing support.
Under Honeycutt’s leadership and day-to-day oversight, 
all of the SixAxis brands constantly strive to deliver a qual-
ity customer experience. Connecting with customers and 
building relationships has been a hallmark of Honeycutt’s 
success in a career spanning 25 years. Honeycutt began 
his career in the industrial safety and fall prevention field 
and has been recognized as one of the industry’s top 
salespeople.
Honeycutt resides in Pawleys Island, S.C., with his wife, 




Jeanne Cobb is professor of literacy and director of the Chanticleer Center for Literacy Education in 
the Spadoni College of Education. During her 34-year career in education, she has been an elementary 
school teacher, reading curriculum specialist, Title I teacher, university professor and reading clinic 
director. Cobb is a co-author of a textbook and a children’s book and has published more than 35 
articles and book chapters. She was instrumental in the design of CCU’s Master of Education in Learning 
and Teaching Literacy program. Cobb earned a doctorate in literacy from the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. She joined the CCU faculty in 2006. 
ELIZABETH KELLER
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Elizabeth Keller, professor of art, is known for her narrative ceramic sculptures and whimsical teapots. 
During her 22 years at CCU, Keller’s work has been seen in more than 90 exhibitions, including 37 national 
juried exhibitions, and has won more than 30 awards. Her teaching career has focused on preparing stu-
dents in 3D design and ceramics. Keller holds bachelor’s degrees from the University of Massachusetts in 
anthropology and Furman University in fine arts. She earned an MFA in ceramics from Clemson University. 
Additionally, she has studied Christian and Jewish theology at Fuller Theological Seminary and the 
University of Judaism. She is also known for her collection of more than 80 bonsai trees.  
JOHN BEARD
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
John Beard joined the Department of English faculty in 1988 and spent most of his academic career 
in the Edwards College of Humanities and Fine Arts, balancing a traditional academic career with an 
increasing array of administrative duties. In the fall of 2002, he accepted an appointment as associate 
dean in the Edwards College and later served two terms as interim dean. For the past six years, Beard 
has served as associate provost for assessment and accreditation in the Office of the Provost. In this 
position, he has been responsible for supervising all curriculum development from its origin to final 
approval. He earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Middle Tennessee State University and a 




Paul Olsen created the graphic design and photography programs in Coastal Carolina’s Department of 
Visual Arts. For 25 years, he was the faculty adviser to the award-winning student literary/art publication 
Archarios. He co-established the Ashes2Art program, a digital reconstruction project of ancient Greek 
monuments that received a National Endowment for the Humanities grant. A Vietnam veteran who 
served three years in the U.S. Army, Olsen, with retiring history professor Ken Townsend, was embedded 
in Afghanistan for two weeks in 2007 with a S.C. National Guard unit as a photo-documentary research-
er. He also served on the original steering committee of the Myrtle Beach Marathon. Olsen earned a 
Master of Fine Arts from the University of Miami.
LINDA J. PALM
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Linda J. Palm joined the Coastal Carolina Department of Psychology in 1992. Her research focus is on 
psychosocial correlates of academic achievement and the evaluation of learning technologies. She 
served as faculty adviser of CCU’s chapter of Psi Chi, the psychology honor society, and coordinated the 
Behavior Therapy Internship program in which student interns have provided more than 7,000 hours of 
therapeutic services to children diagnosed with autism. She earned a bachelor’s degree in behavioral 
science from Rollins College, a master’s degree in psychology from Wake Forest University and a Ph.D. 
in experimental psychology from the University of South Florida.    
JOAN F. PIROCH
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Joan Piroch served as chair of the Department of Psychology and Sociology for 21 years. Born in Butler, 
Pa., she earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Slippery Rock University, a master’s degree 
in psychology from Western Washington University and a Ph.D. in psychology from the University of 
Southern Florida. Piroch joined the Coastal Carolina faculty in 1982. For two years, she was interim dean 
of the College of Science. As a professor for the senior research course required for psychology majors, 




Kenneth Townsend, professor of history, joined the CCU faculty in 1989 after 15 years as a middle 
school social studies teacher. His general area of expertise is the social, cultural and military history of 
the United States after World War II; his secondary area of scholarly interest is Native American cultures 
and history. He is the author of World War II and the American Indian (2000), South Carolina (2008) and 
First Americans: A History of Native Peoples (2012). He earned a Ph.D. in history from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Townsend has served as a consultant for the Horry County school district, 
and he contributed to the PBS production Way of the Warrior.   
NELLJEAN RICE
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Nelljean Rice is the first dean of University College, which was established in 2010 to assist first-year 
undeclared students in successfully transitioning from high school. Rice joined the Coastal Carolina 
Department of English faculty in 1987 and was instrumental in starting the minor in women’s and 
gender studies. In 2006, she was redirected from teaching to work full time to develop CCU’s First-Year 
Experience program, which she directed for three years. She earned a bachelor’s degree in English from 
Beloit College, a master’s degree in English from Eastern Washington State University, an MFA from the 
University of Arkansas and a Ph.D. from the University of South Carolina. 
ELDRED E. “WINK” PRINCE
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Eldred “Wink” Prince began his career as an instructor in Coastal Carolina’s Department of History in 
1987 and rose to become full professor, chair of the department, and director of the Waccamaw Center 
for Cultural and Historical Studies. In addition to many essays and reviews, Prince is the author of Long 
Green: The Rise and Fall of Tobacco in South Carolina (2000), which won the George C. Rogers Award 
for the Best Book of South Carolina History, and The Great Harvest: Remembering Tobacco in the Pee 
Dee (2012). He also wrote many entries in the South Carolina Encyclopedia (2006). He earned a bache-




Nicholas Twigg, professor of management, joined the CCU faculty in 2006. He edited the Coastal 
Business Journal, and he has represented the University by serving on the education committee of 
the Grand Strand chapter of SCORE and on the board of directors of the Waccamaw Regional Transit 
Authority. He earned a doctorate of business administration from Louisiana Tech University and an MBA 
from Southeastern Louisiana University. Prior to his academic career, Twigg served in the U.S. Navy’s 
nuclear program, including extended tours on the U.S.S. Nimitz and U.S.S. Enterprise. He also facilitated 
the introduction of total quality management concepts at high-energy physics research facilities such as 
the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory and Brookhaven Laboratory. 
On the evening of July 23, 1954, a group of Horry County 
citizens met at the Horry County Memorial Library to 
discuss a daring proposal – the creation of a local college. 
These civic leaders were determined to improve the 
educational and economic profile of the area, and in less 
than two months – on Sept. 20 – Coastal Carolina Junior 
College held its first classes in the old Conway High 
School (enrollment: 53). 
For its first four years, the new endeavor was sponsored by 
the College of Charleston. In 1958, Horry County voters 
approved a referendum levying a three-mill tax to fund the 
two-year college independently. Members of the college’s 
governing board, the Coastal Educational Foundation, 
personally pledged funds to meet financial shortfalls.
From the beginning, Coastal Carolina has maintained a 
close, reciprocal relationship with the surrounding region, 
which during the past half-century has advanced from a 
primarily agricultural district into a major Atlantic coast 
resort. In 1959, the state’s general assembly created the 
Horry County Higher Education Commission, a regulatory 
body to manage the college’s county tax money. For more 
than 50 years, the Coastal Educational Foundation, which 
concentrates on private fundraising, and the Horry County 
Higher Education Commission have worked in concert to 
guide the University’s endowment and fiscal policies.
In 1960, Coastal Carolina became a regional campus in 
the University of South Carolina system, the beginning of 
a 33-year affiliation. (The deal was finalized at the Chat & 
Chew restaurant in Turbeville, halfway between Conway 
and Columbia.) The following year, a site was chosen for 
a permanent campus. Most of the land for the present 
location near Conway was donated by Burroughs Timber 
Company and International Paper. 
The traditional Georgian architecture of the first campus 
structure, now the Edward M. Singleton Building, set        
the style for the new campus when it was completed 
in 1963. Enrollment was 110 that year, and it increased 
steadily during the 1960s. The present Atheneum Hall 
was built in 1966, featuring the trademark symbol of  
the institution. In 1975, USC Coastal Carolina College 
awarded its first four-year bachelor’s degrees, and 
the first residence halls opened in 1987.
By the end of the 1980s, enrollment had reached 4,000 
and there were 175 full-time faculty members. In view of 
sustained growth and obvious potential, many supporters 
of the college believed that the time had come to con-
sider leaving the USC system. In 1991, the Horry County 
Higher Education Commission voted to seek legislative 
approval to establish an independent Coastal Carolina 
University. This bold move, a watershed event in our 
history, was officially accomplished in 1993 when Gov. 
Carroll Campbell signed the bill on the steps of the 
Singleton Building. 
Coastal Carolina’s new status as an independent state uni-
versity set the stage for a new era of growth and achieve-
ment. During the next decade, graduate courses were 
offered for the first time; new academic and residence 
buildings were added; the faculty increased in number 
and distinction; and the institution began attracting an 



















A HISTORY OF COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
In September 2003, Coastal Carolina University won 
its inaugural football game in the brand-new Brooks 
Stadium. Founding member of the Big South Conference 
since 1983, the Chanticleers (our mascot, derived from 
The Canterbury Tales) have a proud history in 19 sports, 
winning the conference’s Sasser Cup a total of 11 times.
In 2004, Coastal Carolina University celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. Enrollment reached 7,000 students, and 
the campus was expanding significantly, with properties 
now situated across U.S. 501 and S.C. 544 as well as its 
splendid 1,105-acre ocean research site on Waties Island. 
Under the administration of President David A. DeCenzo, 
CCU’s leadership has successfully held down costs while 
advancing the University’s academic progress. For two 
years (2012 to 2014), tuition for in-state undergraduates 
did not increase, even during a significant building 
program. This was achieved as a result of careful long-
range planning, augmented by a local 1-cent sales tax 
for education-related construction. Enrollment is now 
more than 10,400 students.
In 2014, Coastal Carolina University established its first 
doctoral degree program, in coastal and marine systems 
science. The Chanticleer baseball team won the NCAA 
College World Series on June 30, 2016, the first national 
title for CCU. On July 1, 2016, the Chanticleer athletic 
programs officially joined the Sun Belt Conference.
A HISTORY OF COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSION
The custom of wearing a distinctive dress for academic 
ceremonies dates back to the Middle Ages, when people 
dressed in keeping with their class: nobility, clergy or 
third estate. The faculties of American universities have 
worn distinguishing costumes since the beginning, in 
1636, at Harvard University.
Today, academic regalia is worn in the United States by 
persons taking part in academic ceremonies in general,    
at commencement exercises, at baccalaureate services        
and at various inauguration ceremonies, such as the 
installation of a president, the conferring of an honorary 
degree on a distinguished guest or the laying of the 
cornerstone of a building.
The institutions awarding degrees, the nature of the 
degrees and the major fields of knowledge represented 
by the degrees can be readily identified by the designs 
and colors used.
The baccalaureate gown is the simplest in design. Usually 
black, it is distinguished by a wide yoke with shirring in 
front and back and by open flowing sleeves that end in a 
point. The baccalaureate gown is worn closed.
The master’s gown is similar to the baccalaureate gown 
except that it has a closed or glove sleeve that is open at 
the wrist. The master’s gown has no other trim and may 
be worn either open or closed. 
The doctoral gown is full flowing and has large bell-
shaped sleeves. It is trimmed with velvet panels down 
the front and has velvet chevrons on the sleeves. While 
black is still the predominant color for doctoral gowns, 
the trim may be in a color that denotes the wearer’s 
discipline or the color of the gown may denote the 
wearer’s university.
The square Oxford cap, or mortarboard, of serge or 
broadcloth with a stiff crown is traditionally black. 
Once the baccalaureate degree has been conferred, 
the tassel is worn on the left side. The tassel is usually   
black, but may be of a color denoting the major field of 
knowledge for bachelor’s and master’s degrees and gold 
for doctoral degrees.
Candidates who are eligible to be recognized for 
graduation with honors wear the embroidered official 
white honor stole with the University Seal at graduation. 
Also, students who are members of the University 
Honors Program, the Wall Fellows, the Jackson Scholars, 
the Swain Scholars or other selected University honors 
programs are eligible to wear the University stole.
Recognized honor societies by Coastal Carolina 
University are:
• Alpha Kappa Delta: Sociology
• Alpha Psi Omega: Theatre
• Alpha Sigma Lambda: Adult Students
• Beta Alpha Psi: Accounting/Finance
• Beta Beta Beta: Biology
• Beta Gamma Sigma: Business
• Eta Sigma Delta: Hospitality
• Eta Sigma Gamma: Health Promotion
• Gamma Sigma Epsilon: Biochemistry / Chemistry
• Golden Key: International
• Kappa Delta Pi: Education
• Omicron Delta Epsilon: Economics
• Omicron Delta Kappa: Leadership
• Phi Alpha Theta: History
• Phi Eta Sigma: Freshmen
• Phi Sigma Pi: International
• Phi Sigma Tau: Philosophy
• Pi Mu Epsilon: Mathematics
• Pi Sigma Alpha: Politics
• Psi Chi: Psychology
• Sigma Tau Delta: English
• Triota: Women’s and Gender Studies
• Upsilon Eta: Communication
• Upsilon Pi Epsilon: Computer Science
ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSION
The greatest degree of symbolism is represented by 
the hood. The size and shape of the American hood 
mark the college degree attained by the wearer. The 
lining of the hood is indicative of the college from which 
the degree was granted. If more than one color is used, 
one color is generally arranged as a chevron upon the 
other. The velvet trim of the hood indicates the major 
field of knowledge.
• Anthropology: Golden Yellow
• Business Administration: Drab 
• Communication: Crimson
• Computer Science: Golden Yellow
• Divinity / Theology: Scarlet
• Dramatic Arts: Brown
• Economics: Copper
• Education: Light Blue
• Engineering: Orange
• English: White





• Library Science: Lemon
• Mathematics: Golden Yellow
• Marine Science: Golden Yellow
• Medicine: Kelly Green
• Music: Pink
• Nursing: Apricot
• Speech: Silver Gray
• Pharmacy: Olive Green
• Philosophy: Dark Blue
• Physical Education: Sage Green
• Physics: Golden Yellow
• Political Science: Dark Blue
• Public Administration: Peacock Blue
• Public Health: Salmon Pink
• Science: Golden Yellow
• Social Science: Citron
Most academic ceremonies begin and end with an 
academic procession. At Coastal Carolina University, 
candidates for degrees are first and process in the order 
in which the degrees will be bestowed, followed by the 
faculty, with senior professors first, and the platform party.

COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY TRADITIONS
The University Seal
The seal of Coastal Carolina University designates the founding year of the institution and 
associates the campus symbol, the Atheneum, with the coastal locale of the University. Carrying 
the Latin motto – Ex Libertate Veritas (from liberty, truth) – the seal refers to the Temple of Athene 
in ancient Athens where professors and students came together. The Greek temple was named 
for Athena, the daughter of Zeus, who embodies wisdom and reason. The waves at the foot 
of the Atheneum acknowledge a diversified coastal environment encompassing a distinctive 
geography and history, a vital present, and an abundant future. The seal was commissioned by 
Trustee Oran P. Smith as a gift to celebrate the July 1, 1993, establishment of the University as an 
independent, public institution of higher education.
The University Logo
The identifying symbol of Coastal Carolina University captures the dynamic and traditional 
commitment of the University to teaching and learning. The Atheneum, constructed on the 
campus in 1966, is a recognized architectural symbol of a meeting place for persons engaged 
in literary and scientific pursuits. In the logo, the Atheneum is set against an undulating 
background that captures the energy and unbounded promise of the institution.  
The University Medallion
As symbols of events and affiliations, medallions in academic regalia can be traced to religious 
orders during the Middle Ages. Since many orders, societies and universities used similar 
designs – a circle, cross or an oval – the detailed artwork in the center of the medallion was 
adopted to differentiate each affiliation. Colleges and universities traditionally use ceremonial 
and commemorative medallions for formal occasions such as commencements, convocations 
and inaugurations, when academic regalia is worn. To commemorate Coastal Carolina’s status as 
an independent university, the institution’s medallion was commissioned in 1994. The installation 
of President Ronald R. Ingle on Oct. 22, 1994, was the first time the Coastal Carolina University 
medallion was publicly displayed.  
The University Mace
The University mace, the symbol of the Coastal Carolina University community, attaches signifi-
cance to important events of the academic calendar. Commissioned by the Horry County Higher 
Education Commission, the mace was designed and crafted by silversmith Alfred D. Ward and 
presented to the University in the spring of 1997. The mace is carried during official convocations 
of the University by the senior member of the faculty. When not being used for a convocation, the 
mace is on display in the boardroom of the E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration.
The three-dimensional, 48-inch staff is topped with a 22-karat gold-plate model of the campus sym-
bol, the Atheneum. Modified relief seals of the University and engraved lettering embellish the ster-
ling silver cup. Supported by a base of solid walnut, the stem of the mace is adorned with sterling 
silver shells, reflecting the coastal location of the University. On the base of the stem is an engraved 
seal of the state of South Carolina, representing the University’s status as a public institution. 
DEGREES IN COURSE
E. CRAIG WALL SR. COLLEGE 
of BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Master of Business Administration
Klarisa Shae Blankenship
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2008
Justin William Card
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Stephanie M. Carroll
  B.S., Clemson University, 2002
Sierra Valivia Green
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Rachael Elizabeth Gregory
  B.A., State University of New York-Buffalo, 2015
Denielle Joy Griffin
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Natalie Marie Hoffman
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Tabitha Delois James
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
  M.E.D., Florida Atlantic University, 2015
Voghens Larrieux
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Kristy Lenora McDowell
  B.S.B., West Virginia University, 1997
Michael Charles Mirabelli
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2008
Aljere Queron Sadler
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Cody Scott Smith
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Russell Ray Tyler
  B.A.I., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Travis Alan Whatley
  B.S., Auburn University, 2014
SPADONI COLLEGE of EDUCATION
Master of Arts in Teaching
Stephanie Lee Allen
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2006
Susan Michelle Oxfurth
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Craig Michael Weick
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Master of Education
Kelley Anne Baxley
  B.A., State University of New York-Potsdam, 2003
  M.S.E., State University of New York-Plattsburgh, 2005
Thomas Horace Bennett Jr.
  M.A.T., Western Governors University, 2011
Christy Charlene Bishop
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 1992
Diandra Monique Blanding
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2008
Elissa Marie Blosser
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2003
  B.A., State University of New York-Geneseo, 1997
Daniel J. Boyle
  B.A., Dominican College, 2010
Carian M. Brooks
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2003
Stephanie Lee Bustamante
  B.S., State University of New York-Oswego, 2011
Jamie Alanna Chara
  B.A., Western Illinois University, 2013
Sarah Elizabeth Heck Dean
  B.A., Clemson University, 2004
Kristin Ann DeVall
  B.A., Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, 2006
DEGREES IN COURSE
Michael Edward Dougan
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Sarah Elizabeth Dunn
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Julie Marie Duvall
  B.A., Charleston Southern University, 2011
Grady Parker Edwards
  B.A., Hartwick College, 2012
Emily Renee Fay-Kentrolis
  B.S.E., Central Michigan University, 2008
Olivia Renee Foy
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Jessica Ann Fram
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Michael Joseph Frazzini
  B.S., Youngstown State University, 2011
Reni Rochelle Geddes
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Kendall Jenkins Gott
  B.S., Lander University, 2011
Shonte’ Cherie’ Grady
  B.A., Winthrop University, 2000
  M.E.D., University of North Carolina-Greensboro, 2004
Candace Caroline Hamilton
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Megan Lynn Harmon
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Ronita Ylander Hemingway
  M.E.D., Cambridge College-Massachusetts, 2003
  B.S., South Carolina State University, 1987
Shrhonda Brittney Hemingway
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2007
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Melissa Lee Holland
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2007
Brandon Travis Hooks
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2003
  M.A.T., Coastal Carolina University, 2005
Lindy Jo Hylton
  B.S.E., Malone College, 2001
  M.A.E., East Carolina University, 2007
Lucas Barton Ingersoll
  B.S., Mansfield University-Pennsylvania, 2005
  M.S.S., United States Sports Academy, 2006
Kenneth Marcus Jackson
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Ashley Marie Johnson
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2003
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Ashley Paige Johnson
  B.A., Converse College, 2013
Tonja McGhaney Johnson
  B.A.I., University of South Carolina, 1995
  M.E.D., Columbia College-South Carolina, 2003
Jocelyn Mae Karcher
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Carson Summersett Kleinknecht
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2014
Allyson C. Larrimore
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 1997
  M.E.D., Lesley College, 2003
Cameron Douglas Lentz
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Theresa Jeanne Marriott
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Derenda T. Marshall
  B.A., Converse College, 1985
  M.E.D., Converse College, 1988
DEGREES IN COURSE
Nathaniel Curtis Marshal
  B.A.E., University of South Carolina, 2001
  M.E.D., Lesley College, 2004
Kayla Ashley Maxwell
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2010
Towanda Williams McClary
  B.S.B., South Carolina State University, 1988
  M.A.E., University of Phoenix, 2010
Martina Tashekia McCray-Moore
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2008
  M.S., Capella University, 2012
Elizabeth Lee McKee
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
  M.A., Duquesne University, 2015
Mitchell Thomas Meyer
  B.A., State University of New York-Fredonia, 2010
Latasha Shyrell Mose
  B.S.E., South Carolina State University, 2010
NyRhonda Denise Nixon
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Victoria Watts Phipps
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2013
Ayse Polat
  B.S., Halic Universitesi, 2007
Brittany R. Price
  M.E.D., Columbia College-South Carolina, 2009
  B.S., Lander University, 2015
Lauren Elizabeth Prosser
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2012
Bridge Michael Rowell
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Mary Thomas Ruthven
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2013
Tiffany Coker Sanders
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 1996
Brittany Nichole Schaefer
  B.S., Winthrop University, 2012
Sara McDonald Smith
  B.A., College of Charleston, 2012
Kierra T’aeisha Stokes
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Joshua Albert Testa
  B.A., Seton Hill University, 2011
  M.E.D., Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania, 2012
Amanda Elizabeth Vincent
  B.S., Champlain College, 2010
Lakshmi Surya Narayana Vishnubhotla
  M.S., Acharya Nagajuna University, 1990
  M.S., Banaras Hindu University, 1991
  B.S.E., Bharathidasan University, 1995
  M.A., Osmania University, 2012 
Jean Darling Wall
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2010
George Herman Warriner III
  B.A.I., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Tracey Lynn Watson
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2005
Amanda Cain Williams
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2004
  M.E.D., Lesley College, 2008
Harry Jymeson Williams
  B.A., University of South Carolina, 2014
Jerry Lynn Williams
  B.S.B., The Citadel, 1990
  M.B.A., Winthrop University, 2000
Darrah Ann Woodberry
  B.A., South Carolina State University, 2004
  M.S., Walden University, 2010
Bambi T. Woods
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Myah Alexis Woods
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
DEGREES IN COURSE
Brooke Marie Worrill
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Joleen Elizabeth Wortley
  B.S., East Stroudsburg University-Pennsylvania, 2012
LaTonya Yates-Ford
  B.S.B., Francis Marion University, 2007
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
 
THOMAS W. and ROBIN W. 
EDWARDS COLLEGE of 
HUMANITIES and FINE ARTS
Master of Arts
Christopher L. Eaton
  B.A., Waynesburg College, 1998
Joeher G. Elreda-Safa
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2001
Lauren Elizabeth Higgins
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Kimberly Nicole Holcombe
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Michael Sean Mistler
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Shayna Marie Shaw
  B.A.I., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Amanda Nicole Taylor
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Ronda Alexandra Taylor
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Chelsea Nicole Thomas





  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Joseph Duncan Johns
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Andrew Joseph Kammerer
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Cara Elizabeth Schildtknecht
  B.S., Shepherd College, 2011
  B.A., Shepherd College, 2011
Alexander Eugene Seremetiev
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Bryce Alden Skipper
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2010
  M.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Brittany Alaura Stockmaster
  B.S., Youngstown State University, 2015
Kristen Marie Trevey
  B.S., Shepherd College, 2011
The list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed 
as an indication that the person will, in fact, receive a degree from Coastal Carolina University at this 
commencement. Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that 
the person will not be awarded a degree.
Honors for degree candidates are based on the cumulative grade point average on file at the end of the 
previous term. Honors to be printed on the diplomas will be based on the final Coastal Carolina University 
cumulative grade point average.
Where indicated with an icon (ò), the individual has completed all requirements for multiple degrees.
Where indicated with an icon ( ° ), the individual has received the Trustee Award.
summa cum laude
cumulative GPA of 4.0
magna cum laude
cumulative GPA of 3.75 to 3.999
cum laude
cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.749
ò dual degree
 ° Trustee Award
DEGREES IN COURSE
E. CRAIG WALL SR. 
COLLEGE of BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration
Matthew Earl Alexander
  ~magna cum laude
Brandee Michelle Allen
  ~cum laude
Amanda Rachelle Altman





  ~magna cum laude
Julianna Thranhardt Banks
Jennifer Ashley Barker
  ~cum laude
Olivia Jane Barnhardt °
  ~magna cum laude
Dustin Lynn Barnhart
Breanna Paige Battista
Brittany Kayla Lynne Beaty
Evan Michael Beaty





Gary Dale Bradshaw Jr.
Dennis Albert Briggs Jr.
Shannan Kristin Callahan
Olivia Louise Carlton
  ~magna cum laude
Cara Elizabeth Carlucci
Timothy Ryan Carpenter
  ~cum laude
Carson Scott Case













Thuy Thi Thanh Dang
Timothy Scott DeBarge
  ~cum laude
Ashley Jane Diclemente
James Padraig DiCroce
  ~cum laude
Andrew Josef Diesel
Charline Dion





Christopher William Durand °
  ~cum laude
Kearsten Lashea Duvernay
Taylor Francese Farrow ° 
Rice Taylor Fazio
  ~cum laude
Emily Nicole Fenichel
Marvin O’Neil Fennell Jr.
Alexis Holmes Ferrigno
William John Fitzgerald
James Alexander Fitzpatrick Jr.
Brouke Renee Flynn
Whitney Starica Ford
Gerald Xavier Foster II
Allison Paige Franklin ° 
Travis Austin Fuquay
Daria Leigh Gadd
James Christopher Gatley 
Tracey Lynn Geary





Benjamin Tyler Greene 
Marissa Danielle Green °
  ~summa cum laude
DEGREES IN COURSE
Geoffrey Lewis Guyette
  ~summa cum laude 
Reginald Lee Gwinn
LeeAnn Marie Halsema
Morgan Elizabeth Hammer 
  ~magna cum laude
Jaime Paige Hansen
Hannah Nichole Hardee 
  ~magna cum laude
Seth James Hardwick
Whitney Lee Hawkes
Jonvanna Chanel Helton 
  ~cum laude
Raymond Francis Horne
John Randolph Howenstine
Jessica Kelly Hughes 
  ~cum laude
Tyler Abraham Jacobowitz
Jesse Owen James 
  ~magna cum laude
Mariah Ann Jardine °
William Samuel Johnson III
Ashley Natwiya Jones






Nicole Coryne Landis 
  ~magna cum laude
Madison Brooke Lane 
  ~cum laude
Eric Christopher Langrehr
Joao Pedro Gomes Leme
David Edmund Lewis
Sara Elizabeth Lo Bue
Kory Log
Morgan Rae Loucks ° 
  ~cum laude
Allen Bechtler Louthian
Sofia Esther Luna 







  ~cum laude
Alexander Duane Maxwell












Madelaine Sierra Mordenti 
Kristin Donna Mormelo 
  ~cum laude
Grace Elizabeth Morrison





Jaclynn Diane Neiman 
  ~magna cum laude
Emily Sarah Newman
Mark Robert Nicolai 
  ~magna cum laude
Casey David Nolan
Griffin Patrick Olejarz 
  ~cum laude
Caroline Ann Pallini
Fenil Sandeep Patel
John Dawson Engles Patterson 
  ~magna cum laude
Samantha Erin Patterson 
  ~cum laude
Michael Nicholas Pearsall 
  ~cum laude
Sierra Nicole Perambo
Luisa Duarte Pereira 
  ~cum laude
Beatris Stanislavova Petelkova 









Matthew Allen Rentz °




Marlon Nicholas Roach Jr.
Mikayla Elizabeth Roach
Alexander Hugh Rogers






Bryant Joseph Sawyer 




Jennifer Lynn Sheprow 
  ~cum laude
Jonah Bronson Skiles
Zuria Johnai Spencer
Stanley Armstrong Stokes Jr.
Brennon Michael Swain
Benjamin Paul Taylor 
  ~cum laude
Kendall Lee Taylor
Amber Leigh Thompson 




Brooke Amanda Turman 
  ~cum laude
Joel Blakely Turner
  ~magna cum laude
Lorenzo Nicholas Turner
Ashton Mahon Tyler
Michael Chester Ubowski 
  ~cum laude
Matthew Thomas Van Grouw
Anna Lynne Webber 
  ~cum laude
Olle Widegren 




  ~summa cum laude 
Heather Carrie Williams






  ~cum laude
Lauren Alexis Young




Bachelor of Arts in Education
Bachelor of Science in 
Physical Education
Sarah Nicole Anderson
Shayla Claire Anderson 
  ~cum laude
Rebecca Nicole Austin
  ~magna cum laude
Sara Ayala 
  ~cum laude
Laneisha Juanita Banks 
  ~cum laude
Taylor Lynn Barrett °




Cody Alan Bollinger 
  ~cum laude
Edward Michael Bopp
Lauren Victoria Bridges
  ~magna cum laude
Taylor Anne Campson
Jalyn Julianna Carlson °
  ~magna cum laude
Gabriela Rose Carofaniello
Tiffany Ann Childress
  ~cum laude
Ashley Shane Cole




  ~magna cum laude
Hannah Elizabeth Eaddy
  ~cum laude
Erin Renee Eanes
  ~magna cum laude
Hannah Grace Eells
  ~summa cum laude 
Stephanie Pimentel Ficher
  ~magna cum laude
Melanie Elizabeth Flatter
  ~magna cum laude
Molly Hanigan Flynn
  ~magna cum laude
Kitt Rose Geiser
Nelda Aileana Glaze
  ~magna cum laude
Sarah Jordan Griffith
  ~cum laude
Roxanne Marie Harrison
Britni Danielle Harsh
  ~magna cum laude
Dana Elizabeth Howell
  ~magna cum laude
Sarah Loryn Hurston
  ~magna cum laude
Robert Scott Johnson
Alexandra Naomi Kehoe
  ~magna cum laude
Jordan Kayellen Kent
  ~magna cum laude
Victoria Marie Kindle
  ~cum laude
Heather Robin Kowalczyk




  ~cum laude
Mikel Dajour Logan
Sean Charles Lyons
  ~cum laude
James Leonard Mau Jr.
Ava Elisabeth Maurer
  ~magna cum laude
Elizabeth Melnichuk
Paige Christine Moore
  ~cum laude
Jeremy Alexander Morris
Shauna Elizabeth Murphy
  ~magna cum laude
Kelli Rose Myron
  ~cum laude
Krista Lee Nardi
Danielle Marie O’Shea
  ~cum laude
Sirena Hamilton Paiva
  ~cum laude
Karl Joseph Pappacena
  ~magna cum laude
Jessica Elizabeth Partin
  ~cum laude
Emily Elizabeth Peal °
  ~magna cum laude
Sydney Nicole Presley
  ~magna cum laude
Katelyn Elizabeth Pullum
  ~cum laude
Autumn Eliane Rivers
Stephanie Rosales-Perez
  ~cum laude
Elaine Christina Russell
  ~cum laude
Valerie Sanchez
  ~magna cum laude
Joel William Sapp
Ashley Marie Sellers
  ~cum laude
Brandon Carnell Shaw
  ~cum laude
Caitlin Mattie Shuppy
  ~magna cum laude
Chelsea Nichole Smith
  ~cum laude
Keyara Nyeshelle Staples
  ~magna cum laude
Linsey Nicole Strunga
  ~magna cum laude
Lindsey Suzanne Suthers
  ~cum laude
Ellen Anne Taylor
  ~cum laude
Bailey Nicole Thall
Christy Nicole Tuzzio
  ~cum laude
Jessica Lynne Weaver
  ~magna cum laude
Kiley Graham Wilson
Robbi Charlene Winfield
  ~magna cum laude
Justin Maurice Winns
Margaret Sheridan Wright
  ~summa cum laude 
DEGREES IN COURSE









THOMAS W. and ROBIN 
W. EDWARDS COLLEGE 
of HUMANITIES and 
FINE ARTS
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Neil Paul Abercrombie




  ~cum laude
Kaleb Brooks Allen
  ~magna cum laude
John McCarrel Altman II
Sarah Madison Altman
  ~magna cum laude
Samantha Kimberly Arthurs
Cailin Michelle Aucoin
  ~magna cum laude
Marie Babayan
  ~magna cum laude
Theresa Jane Calabrese
  ~cum laude
Jillian Leigh Calderon-Smith
Ashley Victoria Canter °
  ~magna cum laude
Nelson Nicholas Carmichael
Margaret Macatee Carr
  ~cum laude
Jeremy Mack Carroll
Samuel Christopher Casey









  ~magna cum laude
Joseph Lee Comes
  ~cum laude
Olivia Nicole Coopwood
Louis John Coppola III
Madison Taylor Crockett






  ~magna cum laude
Liam Vincent Baker


























  ~cum laude
William Jacob Buttry
Shane Josette Cahill
  ~magna cum laude
DEGREES IN COURSE
Christina Michelle Daves
  ~magna cum laude
Taylor Faith Davis
Skylar Christine Delaney
  ~magna cum laude
Romane Delay









  ~cum laude
Robert Stephen Earnest Jr.
  ~cum laude
Kaitlyn Ann Eby
  ~cum laude
Alyssa Christine Egal
  ~cum laude
Krysten Paige Elliott
  ~magna cum laude
Katelynn Nicole Estabrook
  ~summa cum laude 
Jamie Elizabeth Figueiredo
Carly Marie Finigan
  ~cum laude
Bianca Fiore
  ~magna cum laude
James Marshall Flom
Jimmy Carson Floyd Jr.
Natalie Kay Floyd


















Jacob Keith Mitchell Godek
  ~magna cum laude
Mikayla Kathryn Goetz
  ~magna cum laude
Erica Quanisha Goodwin
Blake Brockington Dane Graham ò
Victoria Elizabeth Green
  ~cum laude
Megan Elizabeth Groves
  ~magna cum laude
Courtney Rae-Ann Gruber
  ~magna cum laude
Tyler Richard Guy
  ~magna cum laude
Gaysha Inahri Hampton
Rhett Anthony Hanenkratt
  ~magna cum laude
Carlianne Lindsey Hanks
  ~magna cum laude
James D. Hanson
Kayla Ann Harllee
  ~magna cum laude
Joseph John Hawkins
  ~cum laude
Morgan Blair Hedgecock
  ~magna cum laude
Zachary Kyle Hellman
  ~cum laude
Taylor Christian Henry
Lindsay Erin Hickman
  ~magna cum laude
Milton Gene Higgins
  ~magna cum laude
Meghan Nicole Holt
Julie Machelle Hoskins
  ~cum laude
Rachael Belle Houston




  ~summa cum laude 
Galen Jeremy Jenkins
Christopher Jonathan Johnson








  ~magna cum laude
Emily Rose Kakish
  ~cum laude
Kelly Charlotte Kapur
  ~magna cum laude
Kayla Lynn Keller
Jasmine Simone Kennedy
Thomas James Kilbride Jr.
  ~magna cum laude
Derrick Cornelius Kinloch Jr.
Justin Timothy Kiser
  ~cum laude
Kathryn Michelle Knebel
Lauren Elizabeth Krahling
  ~magna cum laude
April Rose Lancona
  ~cum laude
Alison Elizabeth Lane °
  ~cum laude
Teresa Anna Larchian
Ariel Briana Lasher
Andrew Patrick Laviero IV




  ~summa cum laude 
Ethan Warren Leyshon








  ~magna cum laude
Ryan Wesley Mason





  ~cum laude
Kaileigh Elizabeth McCabe
  ~magna cum laude
Meghan Danielle McGirr
Tyrone J. McKenney Jr.
Trevor Gee McKnight
John Patrick McLaurin










  ~cum laude
Adenike Vania Ohonme
Duncan Christopher Overby











  ~magna cum laude
Kristin Michele Pisano






  ~cum laude










  ~cum laude
Jolito Javez Rivera
Lindsey Nicole Roberts






  ~magna cum laude
Meagan Lin Runyon
Daniel Corey Ryan
  ~cum laude
Jacob Matthew Sanchez
Krisda Elizabeth Sanders
  ~cum laude
Keelin Casey Sanz








  ~magna cum laude
Peter Duncan Seifarth








  ~magna cum laude
Alex Bradley Simmons
Elizabeth Leigh Simpson




  ~summa cum laude 
Joseph Warren Smith Jr.
Sean Michael Smith
  ~cum laude
Emily Rebecca Snipes
Jacqueline Noel Soranno




  ~cum laude
Kamron Dasean Summers
Ansley Taylor Sutton
  ~cum laude
Cameron Christopher Taylor
  ~magna cum laude
Cody Matthew Taylor
  ~magna cum laude
Christina Eleni Teruel
  ~magna cum laude
Zachary Lee Thomas
  ~cum laude
Charlotte Elizabeth Thompson
Craig Antonio Thompson Jr.
Dana Lee Thornton
  ~cum laude
Bre’Isshya Monique Tobias
Julianna Rose Torres
  ~cum laude
Nicole Marie Tropauer
  ~magna cum laude
Matthew Aaron Wagner
  ~cum laude
Keondra Alta La’Quan Walker




Rachel Jean Warner °




  ~cum laude
Kerianne White
Charles Hollis Whittington
  ~magna cum laude
Taylor Michelle Wightman









  ~cum laude
Kasandra Noelle Young
  ~cum laude
Colton Andrew Zavistaski
  ~cum laude
Grant Mitchell Zavitkovsky








































  ~magna cum laude
Amy Marie Baumgardt




  ~magna cum laude
Andrew Bostick Beckwith
Ketron Jabri Belin





  ~summa cum laude 
Jatoriya Nicole Benson
Kaitlyn Larue Benson
  ~summa cum laude 
Sarah Jessica Bergen












Anna Rose Borinski ò
  ~magna cum laude
Richard Bruce Bowen Jr.
Patrick William Boyle
Mark Anthony Brame 












  ~magna cum laude
Parish Unique Brown












Lamek Ry’ Hiem Carmichael
Michael Vincent Carpenito
Tyler Carter
Robert Joseph Castella III
Nicole Elizabeth Castelluccio
Samyra Allana Casterlow









Jeffrey Stevens Clang Jr.
Ashley Marie Clark
Jesse Gareth Clark °
















  ~cum laude
Jacob Tyler Cruttenden
David Michael Cummings
  ~cum laude
Rachel Elizabeth Czarny
  ~magna cum laude
Madison Alexis Dahle










Peter Francis Dellaporta Jr.
Devin Michael Deluccia
Erika Louise DeSalvio





  ~magna cum laude
Ashley Lauren DiPalma
Corey Michael Dirks
  ~cum laude
Rikki Rene Dolinger
Aaron Michael Dressel






  ~cum laude
Samara Lee Elia
  ~cum laude
Sierra Sabiha Elia
Christopher Robert Ellis
  ~magna cum laude
Taylor Louise Ellis
Garrett Michael Elmo
  ~cum laude
Kira Alise Elton
Ashley Lorraine Engelhard
  ~cum laude
Megan Elizabeth Evans
Nicole Lauren Lynn Evans
Savana Maikalani Evans





  ~cum laude
Ashley Megan Ferrell
Natasha Olivia Fetty
  ~magna cum laude
Austin Evan Finley °





  ~cum laude
Presley Anne Marie Fullum
Brazil Katriana Fulp
Dakota Kent Fulp












  ~magna cum laude
Brenden Michael Goldman
  ~magna cum laude
Chante Nakysha Gore
Jordan Wallace Gore








  ~magna cum laude
Rebecca Grace Griffin
Raechel Breanna Grissett




  ~cum laude
Chase Alden Gunter
Jessica Rose Halford







  ~magna cum laude
Nicole Ann Heideman









  ~cum laude
Megan Rives Hoverman


























  ~cum laude
DEGREES IN COURSE
Margaret Pauline Kelly




  ~magna cum laude
Timothy Logan King
William Tyler Kirby





  ~cum laude
McKenna Koons
Katie Marie Kreider
  ~magna cum laude
Emma Grace Kroger








  ~magna cum laude
Katelyn Ashley Lavigne-Safa
Scott Roger Lavigne Jr.










  ~cum laude
Emma Sutton Liebegott
Cain Anthony Lilly





  ~magna cum laude
Tasia Erica Lynch
Bernard Latman Mack Jr.
Sasha Marie MacRobbie
Brenna Shae Maloney
  ~cum laude
Tyler Anthony Marsh
  ~cum laude
JoShawna April McAbee




  ~cum laude
Holly Christine McKee
Emily Vincenza McKenzie


















  ~cum laude
Uyen Vu Nguyen
Avery John Noel










Stephen Edward Penton ò




  ~magna cum laude
Amber Renee Phelps




  ~cum laude
Bryana Marie Pilozzi
Alexa Andréa Poirier
  ~cum laude
Kaitlyn Nicole Powalie
  ~magna cum laude
Amy Alyssia Powers
  ~cum laude
Nicole Elizabeth Pritchard




  ~magna cum laude
Walter A. Clyburn Reed
Kourtnie Jane Regan





  ~magna cum laude
Caitlin Elena Reveal
  ~cum laude
Jalen Ashton Rice








Elizabeth Ann Williams Ross
  ~cum laude
Jane Marie Rowe





Albert Roy Schliesleder Jr.
August James Schoenfelder
Alec James Schweinberg
Shawn Salvador Robert Scialabba
Jordan Lee Scott
Whitney Grace Seay
  ~cum laude
Bryan John Edgar Seel
Alexis Nicole Setta
  ~magna cum laude
Madalynn Leigh Seymour




Carlton Michael Simmons Jr.
Benjamin William Skeen
Kaila Ashley Smart
  ~magna cum laude
Adam Thomas Smith
  ~cum laude
Deja A. Smith
  ~cum laude
Hanna Morgan Smith




  ~magna cum laude
Joshua Robert Squires
Nehemiah Kenneth Stafford
  ~magna cum laude
David Timothy Staples
  ~cum laude
Taylor Rae Steinberg











  ~cum laude
William Herbert Thatcher
Lauren Nicole Thomas












  ~cum laude
Katherine Nicole Vanderpool




  ~magna cum laude
Winter Elizabeth Behyme Wahid
Maura Ann Walbourne
  ~cum laude
Olivia Kaylyn Walker
Christopher Drake Wankowicz



















  ~magna cum laude
Ashby Marie Williamson
  ~cum laude
Marcus D’Royal Williamson
Breana Jade Wilson
  ~magna cum laude
Mitchell Cole Wimberley
  ~cum laude
Kianna Julia Witherspoon






Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies






Anna Rose Borinski ò
  ~magna cum laude
Ashanti Ivan Brown
Jessica Anne Caldwell
Gregory Jay Cleveland Jr.
Alexa Leigh Collins
Tirrell Jauquin Crum




  ~magna cum laude
Sarah Elisabeth Frank
  ~cum laude
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At-Large
H. Delan Stevens ’79
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Joseph O. Burroughs Jr.
Janis W. Chesson
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University Counsel
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Dean of Students
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Tony K. Cox ‘80
Secretary/Treasurer







Dalton B. Floyd Jr.
Michael F. Hagg
J. Stewart Haskin Jr.
Keith C. Hinson ‘69
Hal B. Holmes Jr.
Chris S. Huggins ‘90
Jody C. Hyden ‘88
Charles B. Jordan ‘64
Ann Brittain LeMay
William O. Marsh ‘86
Hugh Martin
L. Henry Mense
James B. Moore Jr.
Michael D. Pruitt ‘84
David F. Singleton Sr.
Joseph F. Singleton
Robert C. Smith Jr. ‘67
Patrick S. Sparks ‘95
Dennis L. Wade
E. Craig Wall III
Ronald R. Ingle
Director Emeritus















Nancy Z. Jarrett ‘92
Executive Director
J. Michael Frazier ‘96 
Kevin Hagen ‘01
D. Wyatt Henderson ’98
Carlos C. Johnson






Edward J. Barker Jr. ’92
E. Lawton Benton
Paige L. Bird ’02
Robert M. Clinger III ’00
W. Pressley Courtney ’93





John W. Gandy Jr.
Theresa Roberts Gebhardt ’83
John S. Gilbertson
George H. Goldfinch Jr.
Tony Grant 
Gary L. Hadwin
Keith C. Hinson ’69
W. Christman Howard ’98
Christopher S. Huggins ’90
Melton J. Huggins III ’88
Batt Humphreys
Daniel H. Isaac Jr.
Thomas J. Johnson
Charles B. Jordan ’64






Clark B. Parker ’77
Henry J. Plyler ’05
Michael D. Pruitt ’84





Richard G. Singleton II
Steven Sisney 
John F. Smith ’83
Samuel R. Spann Jr.
















































John Grainger Hanna ‘06















Darin V. Sutton ’90
Shaunna Szabo
Edward Tkacz
Gregory Lloyd Ackerman ’97
Timna Benson ’86
Danny Villacarlos Butler Stephanie M. Foote ’97 Estelle Biddle Shelton ’99 Rob Pasquale Spino ’00, ’11 Tim Suggs
COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY STUDENT HOUSING FOUNDATION
E. CRAIG WALL SR. COLLEGE of BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION BOARD of VISITORS
SPADONI COLLEGE of EDUCATION BOARD of VISITORS
THOMAS W. and ROBIN W. EDWARDS COLLEGE of HUMANITIES and FINE ARTS BOARD of VISITORS
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE BOARD of VISITORS





















Tim Ricks ’87 
John Rutenberg 
Christopher St. John ‘01






CHANTICLEER ATHLETIC FOUNDATION BOARD of DIRECTORS
Hearing Impaired Services 
An American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter will be on stage to accommodate guests who are deaf or hearing impaired. 
It is recommended that guests sit in Section 104 in view of the interpreter.  Interpreters will not sign while graduate names 
are being read.
Commencement DVDs 
To preserve your memories of this proud occasion, the Coastal Carolina University Alumni Association is making available 
a DVD of these commencement exercises. 
Orders can be placed today at the Alumni Relations table or ordered online at coastal.edu/commencement/orders. 
DVDs are $25 each, which includes shipping and handling; cash, check, VISA and MasterCard are accepted. 
DVDs will be shipped within a few weeks of your purchase date.
Alumni Walk Bricks 
Recognize your new Coastal Carolina University graduate with a lasting imprint on campus. The new Alumni Walk, which 
leads up to the recently renovated Atheneum Hall Alumni Center, is being enhanced with a limited number of special 
bricks engraved with the names of alumni and friends. Money raised through the brick campaign will support CCU’s 
Alumni Endowed Scholarship for students.
To order a brick, visit ccubrick.com or visit the Alumni Relations commencement table located in the concourse.
For more information, please call the Office of Alumni Relations at 843-349-ALUM (2586).
The Office of Alumni Relations extends a sincere congratulations to Coastal Carolina University’s Spring Class of 2017.
Coastal Carolina University (CCU) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, age, 
genetic information, mental or physical disability, or status as a disabled or Vietnam-era veteran in its admissions policies, programs, activities or employment practices. For more 
information relating to discrimination, please contact the CCU Title IX Coordinator/EEO Investigator, Coastal Carolina University, Kearns Hall 104B, Conway, SC; Title IX email 




We come to you to lead our search,
and learn to reach beyond ourselves –
below the earth, beyond the stars –
to form our dreams for better years.
Here, green and bronze in nature, light –
sweet pine forest that surround us,
ocean waters that sustain us –
reflect your standards that prepare us.
May we return in thought and care
to share your promise of enrichment,
and celebrate and sing our praise
for Coastal Carolina.
– Bennie Lee Sinclair
The Coastal Carolina University Alma Mater was written in 1994 by the late Bennie Lee Sinclair,
the fifth poet laureate of South Carolina, to commemorate the first year of the institution’s status as a university.
The original score for the Alma Mater was written by Coastal Carolina University emeritus professor William R. Hamilton.
